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From the Principal….
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day is next Monday, January 18. We will have a half
day of school that day (11:30 am dismissal). In the past, it’s been debated whether
or not we should have school on this day. To be honest, I appreciate it when we
do. This allows our teachers to bring attention to Dr. King and explain the impact
he’s had on our nation. Although we still have a long way to go in terms of race
relations in our country, I am thankful for the progress we’ve made, which can be
attributed to Dr. King’s efforts back in the 1960s. I saw a lot of quality instruction throughout classrooms this week
focusing on this topic. You can be certain on Monday and throughout the remainder of the school year that our students will be learning the importance of Dr. King’s contributions to our country.
We’re offering take home student lunches on our half day, Monday, January 18. Please go to the link
below to sign up:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeb6L_mROh6epeYg3NVBNFa7epcvJnuLXnNwG1JBI8_T6F2A/viewform
Flexibility has been key this year as we navigate our school year. Parent/Teacher Conferences
will be coming up in the next few months. We will continue with the same virtual format as we
did during our Fall conferences, however, grade levels will have the flexibility to choose what
month in which they want to have their conferences. Your child’s teacher(s) will be in contact
with you in the next few weeks indicating whether they are planning to have February or March
conferences. Giving the teachers this flexibility allows them to have correct and thorough data/
information collected to have a productive conference.
Mark Your Calendars! Murray Lake is sponsoring a Blood Drive on Thursday, March 11. Due to
COVID restrictions it will look a little differently. The Blood Bus will be parked in our parking
lot from 2:00-7:30 pm and you will be able to donate blood there. I know there is a high need due
to our current reality so please give if you are able! Please help your child recruit people to come
to our Blood Drive. Over 200 units of blood are needed each day by our local hospitals. Up to three people can be
saved from one pint of donated blood. If you’d like to schedule an appointment, you can do so online at https://
donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/136488 or email Julie Simmons, jsimmons@lowellschools.com.
We had another terrific week here at Murray Lake! I saw many examples of quality teaching and learning taking
place each day. Murray Lake is a GREAT place to be. Have a wonderful weekend.
Molly Burnett, Principal
Kent ISD has a dashboard of COVID cases in schools across the county. A link to the dashboard is currently live in the COVID section at lowellschools.com. You can also view it by clicking on the link below:
https://tableau.kentisd.org/t/COVID/views/KentISD-COVID19SchoolDashboardLIVE/KentISDCOVID19SchoolDashboard?:isGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&:embed=y&:refresh=y
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Art News
The Murray Lake artists have been very busy since returning from our break. Here is a
snapshot of what we are working on:
Kindergarten students made drawings of owls using some of the elements of art: line,
shape, and color!
1st grade students learned about self-taught artist, Beverly Buchanon. She created artwork based on the people around her. The sharecroppers of South Carolina were proud people that built their own dwellings commonly referred to as “shacks.” Beverly Buchanon met these people, took photographs of their dwellings, and
sometimes the people as well. She used those photos to create drawings, paintings, and sculptures of their
homes. We were inspired by Buchanon to create a landscape and a collage of our own inspired “shacks.”
2nd grade students have been working on a Fairy
Tale Unit that so far has inspired us to create castles, coats of arms, puppets, and mythical creatures
such as gnomes.
3rd grade students have been learning about artist,
Beverly Doolittle. She creates landscape pictures
and most of her work includes horses and Native
Americans. Her landscapes sometimes hide her subject matter in the work. We were inspired by Doolittle
to create landscapes with birch trees. We also used
black paint to show some of our landscape objects in
silhouette.
4th grade students are working on creating a 3-D
room with furniture they construct with cardboard,
wood pieces, pom poms, fabric, beads, etc. They
are being very creative!
5th grade students have
been working on Viking
ship drawings/paintings
and clay Viking ships.
They have also been
catching up on a logo
project.

Cub Scouts
Cub Scout Pack 3189 will be starting up virtual meetings
in February! If your son has been involved before or is
just now wanting to join, the pack would love to have
him. Please use the following link to
complete a short interest survey.
http://bit.ly/pack3189
Cub Scouting is fun for the whole family.
In Scouting, boys with their best right now selves and
grow into their very best future selves. It’s fun, hands-on
learning and achievement that puts kids in the middle of
the action and prepares them for today – and for life.

Information regarding student activities and community events can be found under
Extracurricular Activities on the Murray Lake Elementary website at:
http://www.lowellschools.com/student-activities/

