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We value:  Trustworthiness     
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Working together to:     Achieve Academic Excellence 

                                 Build Self Esteem, and 

                  Care for Others 

From the Principal….  
We have finally completed all of our NWEA MAP assessing. Our M-STEP testing continues for the next 

couple weeks. All parents will receive MAP reports next week. These reports show how your child has 

grown from the fall of this school year in math, reading, and English language arts (ELA). Kindergarten 

and first grade will only receive scores on reading and math. I am VERY impressed with our scores this 

spring. As a school our scores show that Murray Lake students as a whole are much higher academically 

than students across the nation and have grown significantly more than these same students. Although we 

do very well, we still use these MAP scores to evaluate our teaching and learning and look for areas of in-

struction where we can improve. If you have any questions about these scores, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

I do use MAP scores to determine if students qualify for advanced placement in math. Due to our ever in-

creasing number of qualifying advanced math students, we have had enough students to create whole sec-

tions of advanced math in grades 2-5. If your child scores at the 95th %ile for the first time this spring, we 

will contact you about the opportunity of moving your child into advanced math. If you have any questions 

about this, please do not hesitate to call me.   

 

Congratulations to our staff members for April, Sue Wernet and Janet Fabis. These ladies help with our 

reading intervention program and do an amazing job! They work incredibly hard to ensure our students are 

getting the best support in reading every day. They 

approach every situation with a positive attitude and 

always go above and beyond for our students.   

 

Another congratulations to our volunteer of the month, 

Kody McDonald.  She has been a dedicated volunteer 

in Mrs. Titche’s room all year. She comes in every 

Monday to do AR record keeping. She also steps up 

every time Mrs. Titche needs extra help, even when it 

isn't convenient for her! 

 

Our Food Fight continued this week. It goes until May 

23, so keep sending in those items. We had lots more 

items donated this week.  Our students have currently 

brought in over 2,105 items! This week’s top 3 classes 

are:  1st place, Titche, with 269; 2nd place, Wilter-

ink, with 161, and 3rd place, McGovern, with 175. 

Thank you so much for all the donations! 

 

Molly Burnett, Principal 

Student Council counting and sorting food items for 
F.R.O.M. 



Information regarding student activities and community events can be found under  

Extracurricular Activities on the Murray Lake Elementary website at:   
http://www.lowellschools.com/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=17461&  

Food Service News 

 
Effective May 26, 2017 
In an effort to be fiscally responsible, all students will 

only be allowed 

to use their accounts if there is enough money in said 

account to cover the entire purchase. Cash sales at sec-

ondary buildings are always accepted. 

Students with insufficient funds will be given an alter-

nate meal and white milk. 

There will be NO CHARGING allowed after 

May 26, 2017 through the end of the school year. 
Meal balances may be monitored by creating an ac-

count at: 

www.sendmoneytoschool.com 

If you have questions, please contact Mindy Grant, 

Director of Dining Services, 616-

987-2964, 

mgrant@lowellschools.com. 

Library News 
 

Friday, May 26 - all books are due back to the library. Stu-

dents that are finishing chapter books may keep them 

through the holiday weekend, BUT THEY MUST BE RE-

TURNED Tuesday morning, May 29. 

 

LIBRARY CLOSES Tuesday, MAY 29.  Keep reading this 

summer! 

     Upcoming Events: 
 

M-STEP TESTING ALL WEEK 
 

Monday, May 15 

5th gr Music Program, 2:00 pm 

Tuesday, May 16 

1st gr to Fountain View, 9:15-10:45 am 

Mileage Club, 1:50 pm 

Wednesday, May 17 

5th gr visits LMS, 9:15-10:30 am 

Wilterink, Jr Achievement, 2:25-3:00 pm 

Cub Scouts, 6:00-7:30 pm 

Friday, May 19 

School Store during lunch 

Kindergarten Music Program, 2:00 pm 

Saturday, May 20 

GOTR, 7:40 am, Calder Plaza 

Field Day!  

Wednesday,  

May 31, 9 am– 12 pm 

Murray Lake 5K Walk/Run 
 

When: May 27 

Where: MLE 

 

You can learn more about this and sign 

up at www.murraylake5k.com.   

5th Grade Golf Outing is Coming! 
 

Who:   5th Grade  

When:   Friday, June 2, 11:10-3:10 

Where:  Arrowhead Golf Course 

 

*Please have your students bring water 

bottles! 

LOST N FOUND 
Please have your child check lost n found for any items 

he/she may be missing asap. We'll be donating some 

clothing next week. Thank you! 

Camp Invention coming in June! 
Children are presented with fun, hands-on challenges 

that encourage creative problem solving, team work, 

entrepreneurship, and innovation. For more infor-

mation visit www.campinvention.org. 

Kent Innovation High School 

1655 E Beltline Ave, Grand Rapids MI 49525 

June 19-22, 2017, 8:00am – 4:00pm 

Price $225 before promo code of DISCOVER 25 

Directed by Sarah Stevenson, 616-863-6362 x4703 

http://www.lowellschools.com/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=17461&
http://www.send/
tel:6169872964
tel:6169872964
mailto:khahn@lowellschools.com
http://www.murraylake5k.com/
http://www.campinvention.org/
tel:61686363624703


Staff Members of the Month! 
 

 

These ladies are both such a gift to MLE. They 

work incredibly hard to ensure our students are 

getting the best support in reading everyday. They 

approach every situation with a positive attitude 

and always go above and beyond for our students. 

 

“These two deserve this! Congrats,” said Molly 

Burnett, Principal.  

 

“Smiles, laughter, and stories are why I love 

working with the children at MLE.  The most re-

warding part of my job is seeing the students’ 

reading skills improve.  I feel fortunate to be part of the Mur-

ray Lake team,” commented Sue Wernet. 

 

“I love working as a reading support interventionist! Reading 

is my passion, and I’m grateful for the opportunity every day 

to share my love of books and reading with these kids. Seeing 

the students with whom I work make progress throughout the 

year as their skills improve is very gratifying. It certainly is a 

privilege to be partners with the dedicated and compassionate 

teachers at Murray Lake Elementary,” said Janet Fabis. 

Volunteer of the Month! 
 

Diane Titche, 3rd grade teacher, nominated Kody 

McDonald because she’s been a dedicated volun-

teer in her room all year. She said, “Mrs. McDon-

ald always come in every Monday to do all of her 

AR record keeping. She also steps up every time I 

need extra help.” 

 

Kody McDonald commented, “My children spend 

the majority of their time with the teachers and 

staff at Murray Lake Elementary. When these 

people are so caring and dedicated to the kids, it 

makes it easy to want to come into the classroom 

to help where I can. I am happy to lighten the load 

for any of the incredible teachers here. It also al-

lows me to spend more time with my children, to 

get to know their peers, and to make an impact. 

Thank you so much!” 

Pictured L to R: Megan, Kate, and Kody McDonald. 

Pictured L to R: Annalynn Moore, Sue Wernet, Evan Rhoades, and 
Cohen Belding. 

Pictured above are Janet and Jillian Fabis. 


