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From the Principal….
I want to thank you all for your support of Mustangs on the Move. I am extremely pleased with
how generous our families have been. I will let you know our final numbers next week. I also
want to thank all of our moms who have worked diligently to pull this event off. We could not
do this without the hundreds of hours of planning they put into this event.
I want to congratulate all of our students who ran for student council. It takes a great deal of
courage to make a speech in front of classmates and these kids did an awesome job. Our third
and fourth grade student council representatives for the 2016-17 school year are: Morgan Diekevers, Natalie McCune, Griffin Ponchaud, Elyse Veldman, Ava McCormick, Brennan Nelson, Caleb Velting, Alyse Miles, Caden Cone,
Rylie Elsie, Lily Richards, Ariana Fredricks, Ezequiel Gonzalez, and Ava Winter.
The 5th grade board members are: President-Gavin Barber, Vice President-Reese Carpenter, Treasurer-Grace Simkins, Secretary-Aubree Lee, and Public Relations Officers-Emma Bruwer, Lexie Organek, Hope Kanouse, Claire
Pohl, and Nick Williams. I want to thank all of our students who ran for student council. They showed tremendous
courage by running for office and sharing a speech in front of their peers. The student council will help me make
several decisions and plan many events this school year.
I was very impressed with the goals our students set during Goal Week(s). I was able to get into several classrooms
as students set goals. Please ask your child about the goals they set and help them to reach these goals this school
year. Third through fifth grade students have brought or will be bringing home a goal sheet for you to look at and to
sign. We will have students review their goals periodically throughout the school year and evaluate their progress
toward their goals. Goal setting is extremely important for students, and research shows that students who set goals
have a much higher likelihood of being successful and happy in their future.
We will be using SIGNUPGENIUS again this year to schedule conferences. This is an online scheduling program.
Our teachers will be getting their accounts set up soon. We will send out signup links to parents next week. For
now, just leave some time open on either Thursday, October 20th, or Tuesday, October 25th, as these are our two fall
conference nights.
Our fall box top and soup label competition is in full force! Our current leaders are Mr. Jacobus (712), Mrs. Simmons (579) and Mrs. Russell (323). Our top three classes earn some sort of treat/party. Keep sending in those box
tops and soup labels!!!

Our first Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS) celebration will be on at the end of this month. This is
for all MLE students who did not end a day on “red” or have more than one “orange” during the month. We will
have these celebrations monthly as a way of thanking students who are being Safe, Responsible, and Respectful on a
daily basis. Our PBIS program has made a BIG difference at our building this year! Our kids are truly being more
respectful and compassionate toward other students and staff.
We have had a wonderful week at MLE. It is truly a great place to be! I continue to see outstanding examples of
teaching and learning in our classrooms. Have a great weekend!
Molly Burnett
Principal
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Upcoming Events:
Monday, October 10
McGovern/Pike to WWC,
9:15-11:45
2nd gr to Klackle’s, 9:45-12:45
Tuesday, October 11
Byrne/Lancioni to WWC, 9:15-11:45
Mileage Club
Thursday, October 13
Child Study Day
Friday, October 14
Ice Cream Sale during lunch
1st gr Fire Safety, 9:00

When: Tuesday, Oct 18Tuesday, Oct 25
We still need volunteers! Please copy/paste
the link below into your browser to sign up!
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0D48A8AD2BA2F49-fall1

OUR FIRST ICE CREAM SALE IS NEXT WEEK!
WHAT: Ice Cream Sale!
WHEN: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, during lunch!
WHY:
PROCEEDS FROM THE SALES GO TOWARD
MLE TECHNOLOGY, COURTESY
OF FAMILY LINKS!

COST:

ALL ICE CREAM IS $1.00 EACH!
Box Tops Contest—Current Standings
1st place: Jacobus, 712
2nd place: Simmons, 579
3rd place: Russell, 323
The contest continues through October 25.
Keep sending in those labels and box tops.

Information regarding student activities and community events can be found under
Extracurricular Activities on the Murray Lake Elementary website at:
http://www.lowellschools.com/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=17461&

WELCOME NEW STAFF!
Mrs. Callihan
I have worked with
Lowell Schools for
the past 15 years.
My husband and I
just celebrated our
35th wedding anniversary this past
spring. We have 3
daughters. I enjoy spending my free
time with my dog, Mabel, and working
in my flower gardens.
I love going to the lakeshore in South
Haven and Petoskey. Mrs. Callihan is a
paraeducator at MLE.
Mrs. Fabis
Hello parents!
My name is
Janet McCarthy
-Fabis, and I am
one of the new
reading intervention teachers this year. My degree is
in Secondary Education in English Literature from Miami University. After college, I worked in the publishing industry
for 12 years. I have worked as a substitute teacher at Murray Lake and in other
capacities as well, such as recess monitor
and lunchroom supervisor, as well as
serving on the Family Links board for
several years. Having 3 kids of my own, I
have been working and volunteering
here for about 10 years now! I currently
have one 10th grader at LHS, one 7th
grader at LMS, and a 4th grader, Jillian,
here at Murray Lake. I am looking forward to serving the students of Murray
Lake in a new and dynamic reading program! Mrs. Fabis is a reading intervention assistant at MLE.
Mrs. Slanger
Hello Murray Lake
families! My name
is Jennafer Slanger
and I am the new
reading coordinator
at Murray Lake. This
is my 11th year in

education and I am incredibly grateful
for the opportunity to join the Lowell
family. I am a graduate of Cornerstone
University, earning a bachelor's degree
in Elementary Education; and National
Louis University earning, a master's degree in Curriculum and Instruction. I
began my teaching career in Sarasota,
Florida where I taught fourth grade, science lab, and was a curriculum support
teacher. My husband, two daughters,
and I recently moved back to our home
state after living in Florida for ten years.
I look forward to working with students,
teachers, and parents to help all our
Mustangs reach their fullest potential!
Mrs. Slanger is a reading intervention
Coordinator at MLE.
Mrs. Ludwig
My name is
Kelli Ludwig. I
am the new
physical education teacher
that will be
teaching the
5th grade students here at
Murray Lake. I
have lived in Grand Rapids for 16 years
with my husband, Derek, our twins, Parker and Peyton, and our cat, Cheddar. I
previously taught K-8th grade physical
education and then took time off when I
had my twins (who are also 5th graders
this year). I attended Spring Arbor College where I ran cross-country, indoor
and outdoor track. I continue to run
and had fun seeing some of my Murray
Lake students at the Quiver 5K this September during Pink Arrow weekend! I
have enjoyed getting to know the 5th
graders at Murray Lake and am excited
to be back doing what I love, which is
getting kids excited about physical activity! We have had a lot of fun learning
new games/activities that get everybody
moving (Ask your 5th grader any bone
in the arm...I bet he/she will be able to
tell you it's name.). I look forward to a
great year together! Mrs. Ludwig is a
physical education teacher at MLE.

Mrs. Simmons
Hello, Parents! My
name is April Simmons, and I am the
new fourth grade
teacher at Murray
Lake. I am so excited
to be a part of the
Murray Lake family permanently now! I
provided some substitute teaching in
the building for the past two school
years and enjoyed working with the students, staff, and parents. Murray Lake
really is a great place to be! Prior to
that, I was a third and fourth grade
teacher at Belding Area Schools for thirteen years. My many years of teaching
experience provided a smooth transition
for me to be back in the classroom full
time again this year. I love teaching and
look forward to impacting the lives of
the students I come into contact with at
Murray Lake each year. When I am not
teaching, I love to read, bake, create
scrapbooks, serve at my church, watch
movies, go to the beach, and spend time
with my family. I am married to my husband, Mike, who is also an elementary
teacher. We have three amazing children, Jalen, who is grown and out on his
own creating his path; Nolan, who is a
sixth grader at Lowell Middle School;
and Gracen, who is a third grader at
Murray Lake. They keep us busy and
learning about new things.
Our
family moved to Lowell last year, and we
have come to love the community we
now call home. I am so happy to be a
small part of a school district and community that is always giving back. I look
forward to following Mrs. Burnett’s motto to “Make My Mark” this school year
and every year
after! Mrs.
Simmons is a
4th grade
teacher at
MLE.

Mrs. Lancioni
Hi parents! My name
is Rosa Lancioni and I
am the new kindergarten teacher at
Murray Lake Elementary. I am so excited
to be joining Lowell
Area Schools! After
graduating from Grand Valley State University, I moved to Colorado Springs, CO
to begin my teaching career. After
teaching second grade for three years, I
decided to make the move back home
to Michigan! I am so excited for all of
the growth I will see with my kindergarten students. I have felt such a warm
welcome here at Murray Lake and am
looking forward to a wonderful year!
Mrs. Lancioni is a kindergarten teacher at MLE.
Mr. Jablonski
Hello parents! My
name is Matt Jablonski and I am the
new fifth grade
teacher at Murray
Lake. After graduating from Michigan
State University in
2012, I moved to Colorado Spring, CO,
where I spent three great years teaching
third grade. My fiancée and I decided to
move back to Michigan to come home,
closer to our families. In my first year
here in Lowell, I have enjoyed coaching
the Freshmen and Varsity football
teams, as well as working towards the
many goals I have for myself and the
students within my classroom. I look
forward to a great year and career working at Murray Lake and Lowell Area
Schools. Mr. Jablonski is a 5th grade
teacher at MLE.

Mrs. Visscher
My husband and I
have lived in Lowell for 13 years.
We have four children, one of which
graduated from
Lowell schools in 2012. I have been a
part of Murray Lake as a parent and vol-

unteer since 2009 when the first of our 3
youngest children started Kindergarten.
Being a part of Murray Lake has been an
extremely positive and exciting experience for our entire family. We are very
proud to be a part of this school! Last
spring, I responded to a posting in the
Murray Lake Messenger for a reading
tutor through the Michigan Education
Corps. So, this past summer I completed
the MEC Reading Corps training program to become a K-3 reading tutor.
This is the first year Lowell Schools has
participated in this program which is run
through Hope Network. I am looking
forward to being a part of the Murray
Lake team to help our kids become even
better readers! Mrs. Visscher is a reading tutor for MLE.

Missing: Meagan Baker, Speech Therapist, Amber Rediske, School Psychologist,
Yvonne Hodges, Food Service, Sue Wernet, Reading Intervention Assistant, Pam
Anderson, Paraeducator, Alisha Martin,
Paraeducator, and Kylie Golden, Paraeducator.

Welcome to our
Murray Lake
family!

We also want to welcome our student
teachers this trimester:

Please 'like' our
Facebook Pages!
Mackenzie Aaron

www.facebook.com/
lowellareaschools
www.facebook.com/
MurrayLakeElementary
Anna Baker

Hannah Wasserbaech

www.facebook.com/
MurrayLakeFamilyLinks

